Eastern Illinois University

The Keep
2002

Press Releases

6-3-2002

06/03/2002 - EIU Breaks Ground For An
AdditionTo The Tarble Arts Centre.pdf
University Marketing and Communications

Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_2002
Recommended Citation
University Marketing and Communications, "06/03/2002 - EIU Breaks Ground For An AdditionTo The Tarble Arts Centre.pdf "
(2002). 2002. 113.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_2002/113

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Press Releases at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in 2002 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.

NEWS

EASTERN
ILLINOIS

UN IV E R S IT y---------------------0-ffi-lc_e_o_f_M_e_d-ia_R_e-la-t-io_n_s_ __
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, IL 61920-3099

Contact: Shelly Flock (csslf@eiu.edu)
Vicki Woodard (csvns@eiu.edu)
217-581-7650
217-581-8444 (fax)

(www.eiu .edu/-pubaff/omr. htm)
June 2002

02-105
For Immediate Release:

EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY BREAKS GROUND FOR AN ADDITION TO THE T ARBLE ARTS
CENTER
CHARLESTON-- Ground was broken for an addition to the Tarble Arts Center at a ceremony
held June 9 at Eastern Illinois University. The $2.35 million addition is being made possible through the
generous support of Mrs. Newton Tarble, the widow of the benefactor for whom the Tarble Arts Center is
named, and their daughter, Jan Tarble.
Says center director Michael Watts, "This addition to the Tarble Arts Center will solve current
problems and create new possibilities. It will help the Tarble to better realize its mission as a major arts
resource for the people of east-central Illinois and Eastern Illinois University."
Speaking at the groundbreaking ceremony were: Nathaniel Anderson, Chairperson of Eastern's
Board of Trustees; Lou Hencken, Interim EIU President; ProvosWice President for Academic Affairs,
Blair Lord; James K. Johnson, Dean of Arts and Humanities; and Therese Supple Kincade, President of
the T arble Arts Center Advisory Board.
For the groundbreaking ceremony the speakers and Watts were joined by Shirley Moore,
President-Elect of the EIU Foundation, out-going Student Body President Hugh O'Hara, and EIU staff
architect Steve Shrake. Construction is expected to begin later this summer with about a one year
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astern Illinois University emphasizes distinguished teaching in the liberal arts, sciences and selected professions. A traditional,
residential state university of recognized quality, Eastern enrolls more than 10,000 students in undergraduate and graduate programs.
The university, located in Charleston, also serves the region through a variety of non-credit and off-site degree programs, as well as cultural
and recreational opportunities. Eastern's pursuit of excellence attracts well-qualified students of an increasingly diverse population and a
teaching faculty active in research and public service who utilize the latest technology.
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construction schedule.

The new Tarble Arts addition is comprised of a large commons area, a gallery designed to
accommodate art created using new technologies like computers and the internet, a meeting room , plus
support facilities. The addition is designed to compliment the existing galleries, classroom, office, and
storage facilities.
The commons area will be suited for receptions, lectures, concerts, readings, performances and
conferences, enhancing the Tarble Arts Center's function as a gathering place for the community and
university. Planned uses for the commons include visiting artists and scholars lectures, poetry and fiction
readings, chamber music concerts and recitals, and receptions and awards presentations. The
Charleston Community Theatre has already claimed the commons as the home for their new chamber
theatre series. Conferences, banquets, dinner theatre or a jazz night are some of the other
new activities being discussed.
A new gallery, being called the E-Gallery, is specifically designed to accommodate art and exhibits
using new technologies. The E-Gallery will have computer hook-ups and power outlets for exhibitions of
computer or web-based art, can also be used as a traditional gallery, or for a mix of new and the
traditional media.
The meeting room will be used for Tarble Arts groups but can also be made available to other
organizations from both the campus and community.
Simultaneous expansion of the Tarble Arts Center and the Doudna Fine Arts Center -- a $40
million-plus state-funded Capital Development Board project at Eastern-- has allowed for a coordinated
approach to avoid duplication of services and facilities. These two building projects will make Eastern the
premiere arts center among peer institutions.
After the groundbreaking ceremony was an informal reception and an unveiling of the plans for
the addition by Addition Architecture Committee members Maggie Hollowell and J .W. Oglesby. Plans for
the new addition will be available for public viewing when the Tarble reopens July 2 after current
renovations are completed.
-more-
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T ARBLE ADDITION

The Tarble Arts Center, a division of the College of Arts and Humanities at Eastern, is accredited
by the American Association of Museums, and is funded in part by Tarble Arts Center membership
contributions, and by the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency. For more information contact the Tarble at
217-581-ARTS (-2787) or visit the website at www.eiu.edu/-tarble.
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